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On Dec. 11, the Bolivian government dismissed rumors of a military coup and that President Victor
Paz Estenssoro's term will be extended. In a radio interview, Interior Minister Juan Carlos Duran
also denied that the government was preparing to declare a state of siege. According to Duran, the
government had decided not to take these measures despite the death of a Peruvian naval attache
in La Paz, and a dynamite attempt in the national congress building. The minister said numerous
Bolivian and foreign citizens had been detained in during police roundups in the past 72 hours.
The minister added that he disagreed with statements by the Bolivian Workers Confederation
(COB), according to which the bomb attempt in the national assembly was engineered by the
executive branch to create a climate of "internal suspicion," thereby justifying a state of siege
and postponement of the general elections scheduled for May 7, 1989. The ruling Revolutionary
Nationalist Movement (MNR) party is unlikely to win the elections. Its economic stabilization
policies have come under concerted attack by the COB and opposition parties. (Basic data from
Xinhua, 12/12/88)
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